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The Benin Education Fund is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization founded in 1998 
that provides children in rural West Africa the opportunity to attend school. 
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IMF Grant BEF received a grant from the International Monetary Fund to 
(June 2006) purchase textbooks. 
 
Hillside One of BEF’s volunteers, Jenn (whose sister is a Returned 
Elementary Peace Corps Volunteer to Benin) was involved with People to   
School People Student Ambassadors in Illinois.  As a result, a drive 
Donations for school supplies for BEF students was organized by students,  
(July 2006) teachers, and volunteers from the western suburbs and the northwest  

side of Chicago.   
 

At the beginning of the school year, BEF will deliver the pencils, pens, 
erasers, and other items that students personally selected for BEF 
students.  They will be thrilled to have the new supplies.  Thank you to 
everyone for the support and enthusiasm you have shown for BEF 
students!   

 
Health Care This past summer, Ita, from Canada, voluntarily provided health-
Volunteer related services to more than 50 BEF students and approximately 
(August 2006) 1,000 people in their communities. 
 
Peace Corps A Peace Corps Volunteer, Laura, began working with BEF students, 
Partnership their families, and the community on a variety of health-related issues 
(September 2006) through a partnership between the Peace Corps and BEF. 
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We are pleased to announce that Jocelyne Mondja joined the BEF staff in March 2006.  
When she was a high school student in Natitingou, Jocelyne had to drop out of school 
due to changes in her family circumstances.  She learned about BEF and asked for help 
paying the school fees so that she could return to school.  After graduation, Jocelyne 
pursued university studies.  Her persistence paid off and she graduated in summer 2006 
with a Master’s Degree in geology. 
 

Jocelyne is based in Natitingou.  She handles numerous administrative tasks and serves 
as our community liaison.  Most importantly, she focuses on mentoring the girls in the 
program.  We already have seen that Jocelyne is an inspirational role model for them. 

 
Welcome to BEF’s Fall 2006 newsletter!  It has 
been a busy and successful year so far.  We 
hope you’ll enjoy reading how BEF is helping 
students with your wonderful and much 
appreciated contributions of time and money. 

 – Alphonse and Karen Kouagou 
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MOUYORE, Jacqueline, Age 19. Class:  Premiere (equivalent to 11th grade in the US) 
 

I am still with my maternal family.  My uncles were taking care of me until you thankfully 
came to our aid.  Concerning the NGO [BEF], this program has allowed me to evolve at 
school and to obtain my BEPC [intermediate diploma].  Now that I am in Premiere class, 
I hope this aid will continue.  I really appreciate the ways this organization assists us. 
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In January, Alphonse and Karen Kouagou traveled to Benin to visit the students, assess 
their progress, and learn of any issues that might put them at risk of dropping out.  They 
also met some of the new BEF students in person for the first time! 
 
Trip highlights: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The photo on the left shows the sign 
for the Center.  This Center will 
house the 60 computers BEF 
received last year through a donation 
coordinated by the World Youth 
Leadership Network [WYLN], New 
York City, NY).  Two affiliates of 
WYLN, Sasha and Joan, joined the 
January trip to meet the students and 
assist with Center renovation plans. 

 

• BEF students have many career 
interests.  Health care and agriculture 
are the most popular choices.  One of 
our students aspires to be a diplomat.  
Antoinette and Jacqueline, pictured 
below, are 12th year students 
(Terminale Class) in Natitingou. 

• BEF is renovating a building as an Information & Technology Learning Center. 

• BEF works creatively to help 
students on a case-by-case basis 
on individual concerns that can 
interfere with their ability to 
concentrate on studies and 
succeed in school. 

 

 Some concerns that our students 
mentioned include: 
– Limited access to books 
– Inability to afford personal 
 hygiene items 
– Medical needs (including five or 
 six students who may need 
 glasses), and 
– Housing concerns (leaking roof, 
 no electricity). 
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Network – Share your connections.  Forward our information to others who may be 
interested in learning more about the Benin Education Fund. 
 

Donate – Send a tax-deductible contribution to help kick off the school year.  Please use 
the form below for checks or money orders.  In addition, you may now make a donation 
online through BEF’s secure website link.  Click Here to Donate Online to BEF. 
 

Volunteer – Build your resume!  Help write newsletters, update the website, and 
organize special events. 
 

(Please mail the following form to us along with your gift and comments.  Thank you.) 
.........................................................................................................................................  

 
BENIN EDUCATION FUND (BEF) 

Response Form 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
(Contact information is optional.  However, if you provide a mailing address, BEF will 
send you a letter confirming your tax-deductible donation.) 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone numbers: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is my gift of: ___  $35 ___  $50 ___  $150 ___  $500 
 
 ___  $700 ___ $1,000 Other  $____________ 
 

___ Please contact me regarding volunteer opportunities and/or special events. 
 
___ I am not making a donation at this time, but please keep me on your mailing list. 
 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________  

 

Please make checks payable to “ Benin Education Fund.”  
 

Send completed form and your donation to: 
Benin Education Fund c/o 

Alphonse & Karen Kouagou �  4110 Bennett Drive �  Annandale, VA  22003 


